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Legume markets – The TRUE approach:
Holistic, complex, integrated and forward-looking
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EU legume markets
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About the market:
• Dynamic
• Local and global
• Supply chains essential for 

competitiveness
• Profitable?

Market drivers:
• Consumer demand
• Protein for feed
• Environment and climate
• Business opportunities
• EU legume strategy
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• Given the problems and 
contradictions of food systems

• Legumes became protagonists of food 
policy debates: meat analogues, 
#IYP2016, Protein Transition, Protein 
Challenge 2040, Green Protein 
Alliance, FOOD2030, Soya Declaration

• Policy Paradox: Policy that supports
legume-based food production failed
to increase legume-based diets

• Which policy innovations could help 
transition?

SUSTAINABLE PROTEIN PRODUCTION
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• Vegetarian option in canteens

• Legumes in food plate 

• Pulse & Grain Pioneers in UK: top 
quality ingredients and delicious 
foods (fava bean, black badger 
peas)

POLICY INNOVATIONS
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• Beus et al 2013: integrated 
approach with greening 
measures, investment in 
research,  constraints on the use 
of synthetic nitrogen fertilizer

• Legume Futures Reports 
(Helming et al. 2014., Topp et al. 
2014):  international trade and 
climate-change mitigation are 
likely to have the most 
significant effect

Which policies would help 

increasing the production?
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• What is the policy problem that needs an urgent solution? 
What supports production of locally grown legumes?

• Who are the policy decision-makers? What policies are 
promoted? What drives policy change and innovation at 
national and EU levels? 

• How to create actionable, reliable policy-relevant 
knowledge? What are the best-valued policy scenarios 
(circa. 50 years) and solutions to achieve them from current 
circumstances?

HOW TO ENGENDER POLICY 

INNOVATIONS
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SCIENCE-POLICY INTERFACE 

‘PULSE EUROPE’ 

• Co-design in the elaboration of the research 

agenda

• Co-production as joint knowledge generation in 

various levels

• Co-creation of new governance solutions 

• Co-dissemination and synthesis for facilitating the 

validation, application and reception of the results


