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Why should farmers grow more 
soybean



Source:http://ib.bioninja.com.au/options/option-c-ecology-and-conser/c6-nitrogen-and-phosphorus/nitrogen-cycle.html
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de la Peña, T.C. and Pueyo, J.J., 2012. Legumes in the reclamation of marginal soils, from cultivar and inoculant selection to 
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soybean



Policy in support of soybean

• CAP greening payment: crop diversification, 
crop rotation

• EU soya declaration

→Northern Italian farmers who grow soybean may 
receive >50 € ha-1 

→Southern Italian farmers may receive payments 
for legumes other than soybean



Where is soybean grown in Italy?



Why is soybean grown in Northern 
Italy?

• Ecology

• Technological advancement

• Know-how

• History

• Targeted CAP greening payment



Ecology + Agronomy

Second-harvested soybean seeded on wheat 
stubble with the Kverneland Optima HD e-
drive seeder.

A moment of the drafting phase of 
the dripping wing, slightly buried to 
prevent any damage from animals 
and insects.

Source: http://www.ilnuovoagricoltore.it/soia-italia-nasce-unassociazione-per-tornare-a-coltivarla-bene/



Technological advancements

Control unit with probe for monitoring soil 
moisture in order to determine the ideal 
moment of irrigation of soy.

The Kverneland HD e-drive seeder is 
ideal for direct sowing on wheat grain 
stubble.

Source: http://www.ilnuovoagricoltore.it/soia-italia-nasce-unassociazione-per-tornare-a-coltivarla-bene/



Processing industry

A non-profit association to transfer to the operators a series of knowledge 
and guidelines for sustainable soy production. 







Has soybean grown in Italy in the past?

• 1889 – Damman & Co. located near Naples, is the 
earliest known Italian seed dealer to offer soybeans in 
its seed catalog.

• 1973 – After the Nixon administration imposed an 
embargo on all exports of soybeans from the U.S., Italy 
began to experiment seriously with soybean 
production

• Soy production skyrocketed from 9000 metric tons in 
1981 to 1,751,000 metric tons in 1990

• One of the biggest soybean crushers was Ferruzzi
Group and Ferruzzi-Montedison, renamed Cereol after 
1990

Shurtleff and Aoyagi, 2015. History of Soybeans and Soyfoods in Italy (1597-2015). ISBN: 978-1-928914-78-5



What sustains soybean production?

• Heavy dependence on foreign markets

• Demand for non-GMO

• Vegetarian diets

• Lower Farming costs (N fertilizer, plant health 
interventions)



Soybean as monoculture



Soybean production in the EU

Source: Eurostat



GMO-free, new initiatives in Italy



Nutrition transition

FUTURE IS VEGAN - graffiti in Turin

https://www.cpc.unc.edu/projects/nutrans/whatis



Soya Danube partnership



EU Soya Declaration


